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Communicable Diseases — Notification of Cases — Quarantine — Placarding— 
School Attendance — Disinfection — Hospitalization — Vaccination. (Ord. 20, 
Mar. 17, 1914.) 

Sec. 26. Every physician who shall treat or examine any person in the city of 
Johnstown suffering from or afflicted with actinomycosis, anterior poliomyelitis, 
anthrax, bubonic plague, cerebrospinal meningitis (epidemic) (cerebrospinal 
fever), chicken pox, Asiatic cholera, diphtheria (diphtheritic croup, membranous 
croup, putrid sore throat), epidemic dysentery, erysipelas, German measles, 
glanders (farcy), rabies (hydrophobia), leprosy, malarial fever, measles, 
mumps, pneumonia (true), puerperal fever, relapsing fever, scarlet fever 
(scarlet rash, scarlatina), smallpox (variola, varioloid), tetanus, trachoma, 
trichiniasis, tuberculosis in any form, typhoid fever, typhus fever, whooping 
cough, ophthalmia neonatorum, or yellow fever shall forthwith make a report 
in writing to the board of health upon blanks supplied for that purpose by the 
board of health, in which report he shall, over his or her own signature, state 
the name of the disease and the name, age, sex, color, nativity, and occupation, 
if any, of the person suffering therefrom, together with the street and house 
number of the premises in which said person may be located, or otherwise suf- 
ficiently designate the same, the date of the onset of the disease, the name and 
occupation of the householder in whose family the disease may have occurred, 
the number of children in said household attending school, and the name or 
names of the school or schools so attended, together with such other informa- 
tion relating to said case as may be required by said board of health. 

Sec. 27. All physicians practicing within the limits of the city of Johnstown 
shall make an immediate report of each and every case of scabies and impetigo- 
contagiosa. 

Sec. 28. Whenever any householder knows that any person within his family 
or household has a communicable disease dangerous to the public health he 
shall immediately report the same to the health officer, giving the street and 
number, or location, of the house, together with such other information relating 
to said case as may be required. 

Sec. 29. Upon receipt by the board of health of a report of the existence of a 
case of anthrax, bubonic plague, cerebrospinal meningitis (epidemic), cerebro- 
spinal fever, spotted fever, chicken pox, Asiatic cholera, diphtheria, (diph- 
theritic croup, membranous croup, putrid sore throat), erysipelas, German 
measles, glanders (farcy), leprosy, malarial fever, measles, mumps, relapsing 
fever, scarlet fever (scarlatina, scarlet rash), smallpox (variola, varioloid), 
typhoid fever, typhus fever, whooping cough, or yellow fever the said board 
of health shall quarantine or cause to be quarantined the premises in which 
such disease exists, and any person or persons who has or have been exposed 
thereto; and shall post or cause to be posted in a conspicuous place or places 
upon the premises in which said disease may be located a placard or placards 
upon which shall be printed in conspicuous letters the name of the disease from 
which the person or persons in said house or premises is suffering, with the 
warning that the said premises are quarantined and shall so remain until the 
quarantine is removed by the board "of health: Provided, That variola or vario- 
loid shall be placarded as " smallpox " and that diphtheritic croup, mem- 
branous croup, and putrid sore throat shall be placarded as " diphtheria," and 
that scarlatina and scarlet rash shall be placarded as " scarlet fever " : Pro- 
vided further, That in addition to the placarding aforesaid the board of health 
may, for the purpose of enforcing quarantine regulations, place a guard or 
guards over said house or premises. 
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Said placard shall remain on said houses or buildings wherein the aforesaid 
diseases exist, and all inmates shall remain in their houses until notified by 
the health officer that no further danger exists, except such members of said 
quarantined houses who furnish evidence to the board of health that their 
entrance or departure from said premises is absolutely necessary for the welfare 
of the family in distress and that said privilege will in nowise jeopardize the 
health of those with whom they may come in contact, and shall enter into an 
agreement with said board of health for the faithful compliance with the rules 
and regulations prescribed for the privilege aforesaid. And all other persons 
except attending physicians are forbidden to enter or depart from said premises 
during the time the said premises are placarded. Nor shall such placards be 
removed except by order or permission of the health officer, and heads of fami- 
lies will be responsible for the illegal removal of placards placed as aforesaid. 

Sec. 30. No child or other person suffering from anthrax, bubonic plague, 
cerebrospinal meningitis (epidemic), cerebrospinal fever, spotted fever, Asiatic 
cholera, smallpox (variola, varioloid), typhus fever, yellow fever, relapsing 
fever, or leprosy, or residing in the same premises with any person suffering 
from any of said diseases shall be permitted to attend any public, private, 
parochial, Sunday, or other school ; and the teachers of public schools and the 
principals, superintendents, and teachers or other persons in charge of private, 
parochial, Sunday, or other similar schools are hereby required to exclude any 
and all such children or persons from said schools ; such exclusion to continue 
for a period of 30 days following the release, by reason of the recovery or death 
of the person last afflicted in said premises or his, or her removal to a hospital, 
the removal of quarantine and the thorough disinfection of the premises. 

Sec. 31. No child or other person suffering from scarlet fever (scarlatina, 
scarlet rash) shall be permitted to attend any public, private, parochial, Sunday, 
or other school, and the teachers of public schools and the principals, superin- 
tendents, and teachers or other persons in charge of private, parochial, Sunday, 
and other similar schools are hereby required to exclude any and all such 
children and persons from such schools ; such exclusion to continue for a period 
of 30 days following the removal of quarantine and the disinfection of the 
premises wherein such child or other person shall reside ; and no child or other 
person residing in the same premises with any person suffering from scarlet 
fever (scarlatina, scarlet rash) shall be permitted to attend any public, private, 
parochial, Sunday, or other school; and the teachers of public schools and the 
principals, superintendents, teachers, or other persons in charge of private, 
parochial, Sunday, and other similar schools are hereby required to exclude any 
and all such children or persons from said schools until the expiration of the 
quarantine period for the last person in the said premises so afflicted, provided 
the person or persons so afflicted has or have been properly isolated during the 
quarantine period ; otherwise such exclusion to continue for a period of 10 days 
following the removal of quarantine and disinfection of the premises, by reason 
of the recovery, death, or removal to a hospital of the person last afflicted in 
said premises : Provided, however, That any child or person who is immune from 
scarlet fever, by virtue of a former attack— this fact being attested by the 
attending physician — may; on an outbreak of the said disease in the premises 
in which he or she resides, be allowed, after taking a disinfecting bath and 
putting on disinfected clothing, to remove therefrom, and take up his or her 
residence in other premises occupied exclusively by adults, and may, from and 
after 10 days from such removal, be admitted into any of the said schools. 

Sec. 32. No child or other person suffering from diphtheria (diphtheria croup, 
membranous croup, putrid sore throat) or residing in the same premises with 
211 
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any person suffering therefrom, shall be permitted to attend any public, private, 
parochial, Sunday* or other shool ; and the teachers of public schools, and the 
principals, superintendents, and teachers or other persons in charge of private, 
parochial, Sunday, or other similar schools, are hereby required to exclude any 
and all such children or persons from said schools; such exclusion to continue 
for a quarantine period of 21 days from the date of onset of the disease in the 
last person so afflicted ; or for a period of 14 days from the date of onset of the 
disease in the person last so afflicted : Provided, That antitoxin has been used for 
treatment of the person or persons so afflicted, and for the immunizing of the 
inmates of the premises not so afflicted : And further provided, That two nega- 
tive bacteriological cultures have been secured, by the city bacteriologist, from 
the diseased area of the person last so afflicted, on two successive days; said 
children or persons may, in either event, thereafter, upon the removal of quar- 
antine and disinfection of the premises, be immediately readmitted to any of 
said schools. 

Sec. 33. No child, or other person, suffering from measles, German measles, 
chicken pox, or mumps, or residing in the same premises with any person suffer- 
ing therefrom, shall be permitted to attend any public, private, parochial, Sun- 
day, or other school, and the teachers, principals, superintendents, or other 
persons in charge of the above-named schools are hereby required to exclude any 
or all such children or persons from said schools, such exclusion to continue 
for a quarantine period of 21 days and until the said quarantine is removed 
and the premises disinfected: Provided, however, That any child or person 
who may have been exposed to any of the said diseases, owing to an outbreak 
thereof in the premises in which he or she resides, but who shall not have de- 
veloped the same, shall be allowed, after taking a disinfecting hath and put- 
ting on disinfected clothing, to remove therefrom, and take up his or her resi- 
dence in other premises occupied exclusively by adults and may after 14 days 
from such removal, be admitted into any of said schools. 

Sec. 34. No child or other person, suffering from whooping cough or erysipe- 
las shall be permitted to attend any public, private, parochial, Sunday, or 
other school ; and the teachers, principals, superintendents, or other persons in 
charge of the above-named schools, are hereby required to exclude any and all 
such children and persons from said schools for a period of 30 days following 
the removal of the quarantine on the premises wherein such children or per- 
son resides, respectively, and the disinfection of the premises and of the person 
or persons suffering from said disease. 

Sec. 35. No child or other person excluded from any school by the provisions 
of these rules shall be readmitted thereto unless he or she or some person on 
his or her behalf shall furnish to the principal, superintendent, teacher, or 
other person in charge of said school, a certificate setting forth that the con- 
ditions for such readmission prescribed by these rules have been complied 
with; which certificate shall be signed by the registrar; and the registry of 
all public, private, parochial, Sunday, and other schools shall exhibit the names 
and residence of all children and persons excluded therefrom or readmitted 
thereto agreeable to the provisions of these rules, and said registry shall be 
open at all times to the inspection of the board of health or its respective officers 
and agents. 

Sec. 36. Blanks whereon to make the reports and certificates required by these 
rules shall be supplied by the board of health. 

Seo. 37. It shall be the duty of the health authorities of the city of Johns- 
town to notify the principals, superintendents, teachers, or other persons in 
charge of a public, private, parochial, Sunday, or other school, whenever it Is 
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reported to the board of health that a pupil attending any one of said schools 
or a person in the home or place of residence of said pupil is suffering from 
any of the above-mentioned diseases. 

Sec. 38. Upon the removal to a hospital or other place, or upon the discharge 
by the recovery or death of any person or persons who has or have suffered 
from any of the diseases mentioned above, all premises which have been occu- 
pied by the said person or persons while suffering from any of the said diseases 
shall be fumigated and disinfected and bedding, clothing, or other infected 
articles shall be disinfected or destroyed at such time and in such maimer as 
may be authorized and required by the board of health. 

Sec. 39. No person suffering from any of the diseases mentioned above, nor 
anyone who has charge of the person so suffering, shall enter any hired vehicle 
or other public conveyance, or permit anyone in his or her charge who is 
suffering therefrom to enter such vehicle without previously notifying the 
owner or driver thereof that he or she, or the person in his or her charge, is so 
suffering; and the owner or driver of such vehicle shall immediately provide 
for the disinfection of such conveyance, under the direction of the health 
authorities. 

Sec. 40. No person suffering from anthrax, bubonic plague, cerebrospinal 
meningitis (epidemic), cerebrospinal fever, spotted fever, chicken pox, Asiatic 
cholera, diphtheria (diphtheritic croup, membranous croup, putrid sore throat), 
German measles, measles, mumps, relapsing fever, scarlet fever (scarlatina, 
scarlet rash), smallpox (variola, variloid), typhus fever, yellow fever, or 
whooping cough shall willfully expose himself or herself in any street or public 
place or public conveyance, nor shall any person in charge of anyone so suffer- 
ing thus expose the sufferer. 

Sec. 41. No person shall, without previous disinfection, give, lend, sell, trans- 
mit, or expose any bedding, clothing, rags, or other articles which have been 
exposed to infection from any of the above-mentioned diseases: Provided,, That 
such restriction shall not apply to the transmission of articles with proper 
precaution, for the purpose of having the same disinfected. 

Sec. 42. No person shall let any room, house or part of a house, ill which 
there has been a person suffering from any of the diseases mentioned above, 
without having such room, house, or part of house and all articles therein, 
previously disinfected to the satisfaction of the health authorities. 

Sec. 43. The keeper of a hotel, boarding house, tenement, or apartment house, 
shall be deemed as letting a part of a house to any person who shall be ad- 
mitted as a guest into such hotel, boarding house, tenement, or apartment 
house. 

Sec. 44. That where a suspected case of contagious disease may exist the 
health officer is directed to make a thorough examination of such suspected 
case and report the result of his examination to the board of health. 

If the attending physician and health officer, after diagnosing a case, disagree 
as to the nature of the said disease, then the health officer is hereby authorized 
to call in consultation two disinterested physicians whose report shall be filed 
with the board of health for their consideration. 

Sec. 45. No physician who may in good faith, in obedience to these rules, 
report a case as one of communicable disease which subsequently proves not 
to be such, shall be liable to a suit of damages for such error in reporting. It 
shall be the duty of such physician and of all other attendants upon persons 
affected with such diseases to avoid exposure to the public of any garment or 
clothing about their own persons that may have been subject to the risk of 
infection. 
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Sec. 46. No person shall, within the limits of this city, unless by permit of 
the board of health, carry or remove from one building to another any patient 
effected with any communicable disease, by any exposure of any individual so 
affected, or of the body of such individual, or of any article capable of convey- 
ing contagion or infection, or by any negligent act connected with the care or 
custody thereof, or by a needless exposure of himself or herself, cause or con- 
tribute to the spread of disease from any such individual or dead body. 

Sec. 47. The clothing, bed clothing, and bedding of persons who have been 
sick with any communicable disease, dangerous to the public health, and the 
rooms which they have occupied during such sickness, together with their fur- 
niture, shall be disinfected under the direction of the board of health, when 
quarantine is to be discontinued. 

Sec. 48. No person shall open or cause to be opened any door, window, or 
other entrance which opens into a room, closet, hall, or any part of a building 
whatsoever within six hours after the same has been closed for fumigating by 
an officer or agent of the board of health ; nor shall a person put out or in any 
way disturb a fumigator within six hours after it has been placed and started 
to perform its work by the aforesaid officer or agent. Any person who shall 
remove or displace without permission of the health officer or his agent any 
sealing tape after the said tape has been placed by an officer or agent of the 
board of health shall be guilty of a violation of this rule and be subject to the 
penalty hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 49. Whenever in the city of Johnstown any persons shall be found to 
be suffering from a contagious or infectious disease who shall be so located and 
housed as in the opinion of the board of health to constitute a menace to the 
health of the public, the board of health shall have power to take and remove 
such person from the premises whereon said person is located to the municipal 
hospital. Any person or persous who shall resist or interfere with the said 
board of health or its health officer or other representative or representatives 
in the performanca of their duty as aforesaid shall upon conviction thereof 
before the mayor or any alderman of this city be subject to a fine and costs as 
prescribed hereinafter. 

Sec. 50. Any midwife, or nurse, or other person having the care of an infant 
whose eyes have become inflamed or swollen or reddened at any time within two 
weeks after birth shall report the same in writing to the health authorities of 
the city of Johnstown within six hours after the discovery thereof; giving the 
name of the infant, the names of the parents or guardians, and the street and 
number of their residence, or otherwise sufficiently designate the same, together 
with the fact that such inflammation or swelling or redness exists, and shall 
make a similar report in writing to some regularly qualified practicing physician 
of the district. 

Sec. 51. That it shall be the duty of the said health authorities immediately 
upon receipt of a written report from a midwife or a nurse, or person other 
than a practicing physician, to notify the parents or guardian, or other person 
having charge of the infant of the danger to the eye or eyes of said infant by 
reason of any neglect of proper treatment of the same. 

Sec. 52. That in the case of the prevalence or of reasonable ground to appre- 
hend the prevalence of contagious or infectious disease in the city, the board 
shall direct specially the cleansing of houses, cellars, yards, or such other places 
as they may consider requisite or prudent for the preservation of the health of 
the city or for the mitigation of the disease, and shall establish hospitals, one 
or more, as they deem circumstances to require, and make provisions and regu- 
lations for such hospitals. 
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Sec. 53. No person shall falsely or maliciously circulate or publish any rumor 
or rumors of contagious, infectious, or malignant disease. 

Sec. 54. It shall be the duty of the occupant of every house within the limits 
of the city, in the month of May in each and every year, to cleanse the cellars 
thereof of all dirt, vegetable, and other impure matter calculated to engender 
disease, and to cause them to be thoroughly whitewashed with fresh lime. 

Sec. 55. When the people of the city are exposed to smallpox, it shall be the 
duty of every adult and every parent, guardian, or master of every minor resid- 
ing within the limits of this city who has not had smallpox or been successfully 
vaccinated, to be vaccinated and to cause such minor or minors under their 
charge to be vaccinated, unless unable to do so by reason of poverty, in which 
case vaccination will be done free of charge by the city physician upon request. 

It shall be the duty of the health authorities to quarantine all persons who 
have come in contact with smallpox, for a period of 18 days, who refuse to be 
vaccinated and have their clothing fumigated. 

Sec. 56. All principals or other persons in charge of schools, as aforesaid, are 
hereby required to refuse admission of any child to the schools under their 
charge or supervision, except upon a certificate signed by a physician setting 
forth that such child has been successfully vaccinated, or that it has previously 
had smallpox : Provided, That a person who has had the operation for vaccina- 
tion faithfully performed three times, at intervals of two successive weeks 
without success, is for the time immune from smallpox ; and further, that per- 
sons who have a written certificate from a reputable physician that two such 
attempts to vaccinate were faithfully performed and a second from a physician 
of the board of health may be admitted to school for one year without violating 
the spirit of the law, the object of which is simply to prevent the spread of 
smallpox. 

Sec. 57. No person shall knowingly sign a false certificate of vaccination or 
of immunity nor use the same. 



